Tasks for SEAR use

Do you agree with the following statements?

1. Students will not use the SEAR unless the teacher tells them to use it.

2. It is easy for students to waste time in the SEAR learning nothing.

3. Having clear goals can greatly help students to benefit from using the SEAR.

4. Students need to keep records of their SEAR use to see how they are progressing.

Structured and unstructured use of the SEAR
Unstructured SEAR use:

The teacher simply tells the students to go and use the SEAR.

· Advantages:

· Very easy for the teacher

· Disadvantages:

· Students choose materials randomly.

· Some students do not do any work.

· Students do not make coherent progress in learning English.

Providing structure for SEAR use

· Preparing students to use the SEAR

· Using portfolios to guide SEAR use

· Using SEAR projects to provide end-goals

Preparing students to use the SEAR
1. Students need to be aware of their present abilities and needs.

Therefore, teachers need to get students to think about their English and their learning.

2. Students need to know what they should learn.

Therefore, teachers need to help students to set goals.

3. Students need to know how to reach their goals.

Therefore, teachers need to help students to set plans.

Using portfolios to guide SEAR use
What are portfolios?
A portfolio is a collection of student work showing their progress and learning.

· Benefits of portfolios
· Providing a continuous record of development

· Providing evidence of learning (to be shared with parents?)

· Providing potential for students to be involved in assessment.

· Giving students choice in learning.

· Problems with portfolios
· Difficulties in assessing student work.

· Possible need for individual teacher-student conferences to reach maximum benefits.

Implementing portfolios
1. Need to provide specific guidelines for how students should work on their portfolios.

· Portfolios need:

· A cover sheet

· A record sheet showing what work is included in the portfolio

· Task sheets reporting on each piece of work completed (generic worksheets can be used instead of task sheets)

· How to assess portfolio work

· Give marks for completing work

· Use very simple checksheets to give marks

· Allow students to self-assess?

Using SEAR projects to provide end-goals
What is a project?

A project is a large-scale task which is student-centred, really involves the students, and results in an end-product with a real purpose.

· Benefits of project learning
· Deeper learning

· Greater student involvement

· Higher level thinking

· Student responsibility

Implementing a SEAR project
1. Need to provide clear guidelines of how students should work on the project.

2. Need to provide examples of the end-product.

3. Need to provide support and feedback through the project.

Sample SEAR projects
· A reading project leading to a poster book recommendation.

· An Internet project leading to a poster summarising the findings from several websites on one topic of interest.

· A materials development project leading to students designing a piece of their own SEAR materials.
